At   VILLA  VICIOSJL,                       415
It from General Stanhope, who lay between, and whom he lay under an expectation of being joined with , however, he thought it notimpropei to make some little advance towards him: and accordingly, breaking up fiom his camp at Cifu-entes, he came back to Villa Viciosa, a little town between Cifuentes and Breuhiga Theie he found Yendosme ready to attack him, before he could well be piepared for him, but no English to join him, as he had expected 5 nevertheless the battle was hot, and obstinately fought, although Stai em* beig had visibly the advantage, having beat the enemy at least a league fiom their cannon , at which time, heaiing of the misfoitune of Breuhiga, and finding himself thereby frustrated of those expected succours to suppoit him, he made a handsome retieat to Barcelona-, which in common calculation is about a hundred leagues, without any disturbance of an enemy, that seemed glad to be ud of him Nevertheless, his baggage having faller jpt^ the hands of the enem}, At the beginning of the light, King Philip and the DuLe oi Ven-dosme geneiously icturned it unopened, and untouched, m acknowledgment of his biave behaviour
1 had like to have omitted one material passage, which I was very credibly informed of, that General Carpenter ofteied to have gone, and have joined General Staremberg with the horse, which was i efused him This was certainly an ovei sight of the highest natuie, since his going would have strengthened Staiembeig almost to the assmance of an entile victory, whereas his stay was of no mannei of service, but quite the contiary for, as I said before, the enemy, by remounting the English horse (which peihaps were the com-plete&t of any regiment in the woild), tuined, if I may bo allowed the expiesaion, the strength, oi our artillery upon our